MOBILE HYDRAULICS

IFH Group, a specialist in hydraulic reservoirs for equipment such as telehan-
dlers and aerial reach platform trucks, recently completed the second of two
facility expansions that have enhanced the company’s fabrication capabilities.

TANKS FOR THE GROWTH

Second plant expansion enhances capabilities for reservoir and fuel tank fabricator IFH Group

ometimes, all you need to
Stake a significant step forward

in business is just a bit more
space in which to operate. And for
the Innovative Fluid Handling (IFH)
Group, a second expansion in less
than two years has the company see-
ing bigger things ahead — literally
and figuratively.

The IFH Group, Rock Falls, lII.,
is a metal fabricator specializing in
custom hydraulic oil reservoirs and
fuel tanks for mobile on- and off-
road equipment such as combines,
rough-terrain forklifts, earthmoving
equipment, cranes, grounds main-
tenance equipment, wheel loaders,
as well as fluid storage and dispens-
ing systems for oil and lube rooms As part of its expansion, IFH has expanded its nonferrous production capacity for reservoir
and mobile lubrication carts. Late last and tank applications that require custom aluminum fabrications.
year, the company added approxi-

mately 21,000 sq.ft. to its manufactur- 2011, and the result is a total of more than just gaining some elbow room,
ing facility. That increase comes just than 127,000 sq.ft. under roof. according to IFH Group President Keith
after a 5000 sq.ft. expansion in early Yet in both cases, the idea was more continued on page 60
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Ellefsen. “The first was for the addition of
a brand new batch powder coating sys-
tem to accommodate large tanks and
weldments,” Ellefsen said. He added
that the larger, more recent expansion
houses IFH’s nonferrous manufacturing
lines, which significantly enhances its
capability for the production of alumi-
num sheet steel for reservoirs, tanks
and other custom fabrications.

The second addition, which took
approximately eight months from
start to finish, has enabled IFH to
streamline all areas of production
from incoming raw materials to ship-
ment of completed fabrications and
tanks and shortened lead times to
customers, Ellefsen said.

“This also enables us to expand
our ferrous manufacturing, by cre-
ating additional capacity for steel,
stainless steel, and aluminized steel
— increasing our capability for sup-
plying large fabrications and tanks,”
Ellefsen said.

“We wanted to streamline the non-
ferrous products to better react to our
customers’ schedules. We also wanted
to isolate the nonferrous from ferrous
to avoid contamination issues preva-
lent with the two types of materials.”

In terms of material preference,
“it all depends on the application,”
Ellefsen said. “Traditionally, it has
been steel, stainless steel or alumi-
nized steel. We are starting to see
on- and off-road application opportu-
nities opening up for aluminum.”

IFH can supply tanks and reservoirs
in a broad range of sizes, from 1 to
500 gal. “and in some cases larger,”
Ellefsen said. “We have dedicated
prototyping cells, dedicated employee
weld testing cells and have added
four major welding cells with large-
capacity material handling equipment.
There are many more improvements
on the horizon. Our tank business
— fuel and hydraulic — was great in
2012. We expect it to grow both organi-
cally and in new business for 2013.” dp
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